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Dear Spiritual Children and Friends of Padre Pio,

The Lord give you His peace!

How much time, energy, and money is spent by thegonent and independent agencies on uselessdtudie
rather disconcerting to hear and read the conelasib studies that at an earlier time would havenbmnsidered
obvious, natural, logical. Some of these studies déh children, families, and couples in genelrattoday’s modern
society. The word ‘modern’ or the expression™2&ntury’ seem to demand that basic values andiptas
concerning human relationships and the fundameotalof society, the family, be totally re-evalutand in most
cases re-defined. A prime example of this arddbislative discussions re-defining what marriagand who has the
right to enter the millennial and fundamental espren of the basic human and natural relationsleigal ‘Marriage’.

Commercials on TV employ and seem to promote sdrtieese ‘new findings’. A commercial may presermeatain
social issue or foster a political agenda, for examby showing only one parent with one child aytre two children,
a boy and girl, but no obvious other spouse (sipglent families? limited number of children?). r@ourage
consumers to buy certain products, often a commlerzhy appeal to a sense of narcissism (Only ‘lifehpeople’
make it in life; only they are successful?), jeap(We have the right to what we want; if you havevant it too!),
greed (The more you have the more secure you wilbbthe future! What about death? There are aeimg vans
following hearses!), and so on, rather than pasiti@lues. Newspapers appeal to the desire peopietbaead exciting
material, most of which overshadows the good thaften placed inside the newspaper; violence,teash sell. We
may buy the newspaper or magazine for the excitememead about, but the same things that makeysaite the
same things we protect ourselves against with f&dudt is even more fascinating is how people alloemselves to
believe what is being ‘thrown at them’ by most amyavith a title or position. Certain values andpiples should be a
normal part of any life, regardless of religiouBliation. We must be willing to be challengedgmw beyond
complacency, comfort, and convenience, and liveraieg to the laws God has placed in all heartspevon-believers
know when a certain code of morality and ethicabigsed or misused. Like the ‘sense of the fdittthis ‘moral
sense’ is really basic. It is troubling that thany ‘studies’ and ‘findings’ avoid or seek to elirate the presence of
God and His basic law.

A few of the ‘findings’ are rather amusing only bese these investigations and studies ‘discovevhdt was accepted
as obvious facts of life, until only the recenttafasv decades. This point cannot be stressed énaegain ways of
living, according to a certain moral code, are ttaispd, misused, abused, or just eliminated, buneaer really be
considered obsolete or invalid. Love, respecegrity, truth, honor ... need the list go on?hever lose their
importance and their incisiveness in the livesexfgle. They appear and re-appear each time lidriaugh they did
not exist begins to take its toll on the foundatidmuman society - the Family - or society as alh Then begins the
‘search’, the ‘study’, the ‘discussions’ to fincetnswer that has always been there but put asmribe other ways
made less demands.

What are some of these ‘findings’ that come upewew and then? What are some of these ‘secregshifive finally
been ‘discovered’ that will change people’s livéada time when jobs are dwindling, homes are onlleek, children
seem to have lost basic respect and obedienckdmarents, parents give in to their childreheathan have them
live according to certain standards, married capleak up for any reason at all, violence in theets grows out of
control in many cities, liberty has become licersse] so on, what do we ‘discover’? Here are juista‘findings’:

- Children should be affirmed. Punishing ddtfir doing something bad or wrong or reprimandinchild can have
serious effects on his/her development. Well, sodhildren and brats make terrible adults, orebétt say , they never
pass the adolescent stage.

- Classes in school should encourage a chiddnabh make them feel that they have ‘failed’. Watin't offend them
or humiliate them for not doing as good as otheus challenge them to use their talents, encoutaga. The job

world gives no second chances unless you are theraand boss, and even then maybe not.

- Though not explicitly stated, classes cowdddumbed down’. Why not have the child strive édacellence, as far
and as much as possible? How would you like togezaied on by a surgeon who was a student justpatead



throughout his school years and then through mesateol?!

- Common classes should be offered all studemisy not offer accelerated classes for the capabés and classes
that will assist the slower student to comprehamtigo beyond his/her difficulty? Unless the sitoiathas changed,
several years ago it was stated that high schedlugtes leave school with a fourth grade readive.le

- Friendships and relationships are ‘technalally’ promoted. Couples are given the internegpams to help them
‘find their true love’; they are searching for theompatible partner. The total stranger now bexthe life partner
because of the ‘infallibility’ of the computer. Ampany screens everyone ‘professionally’ so thatdtkangers are
brought together by a third stranger, the ‘matchenakwho will never see or personally know themgept for the
‘truth’ they were willing or not to tell about thesmlves online. Great relationships! We warn parabbut children
who get themselves in trouble through deceptiv@enters online, then the adults - in this case awetio say ‘in body
only’- seek ‘lasting relationships’ in the same whgy forbid passing ones to others!

- Families are encouraged to eat togetheraat lence or twice a week. Now there’s a good omeneeded a study to
tell us what we have known for centuries! Unligsfamily is together for more than just sleepgimthe same house,
where is the home?, where is the family? Someilfashare just groups of people from the same atrgdiving
together, depending on how mobile they are, iniklimg that is no more than a hotel or a moteftaiely not a home.
There was need for a study to tell us that a fathi#y eats together is creating a bond! But ifltbed is only the
stomach and not the spirit, there is little to bankbut the eventual need for a restroom! What kappened torhe
Family that prays together stays together!?

Believe me, | am not on any campaign. These anegthts | believe are worthy considering to see whe, as
spiritual children of Padre Pio, may make a positivark in our society. The few ‘findings’ listedaae are only a few
out of a long list of others that you, no doubba¢ time or another, have heard on TV or radigeen and read
through the Internet, newspapers, or periodicalseMive live and act as though the beginning andéegerything is
solely in our hands, when we forget that we aratares of a Creator far greater than any humarglsiald ever
imagine him/herself to be, when we believe we danayer all the answers we need for life, forgettine greater Life
for which we have been created, then we are imgataus and bad state! The situation can seemnaatithes is,
frightening and very challenging, but not impossitiThese are times that provoke our society, thains to be losing
its sense of spiritual and moral integrity, to sediver the essential elements and rebuild andgstren the very
foundation of every human being and society as @evh

We cannot reduce our human experience to a ‘tbstéMperiment’ or a legislative decision. Life s lived to be
understood day by day, and certain basics mustdsept as guidelines and safeguards. Unfortunatehkes a
lifetime to understand something before we realizecannot know everything. We are a people ofi faithose
relationship with the Creator should condition bfg. Our prayer life indicates the God in Whom balieve, thus what
we believe; and our faith life is then seen inwey we live. The Latin phrase isex orandi-lex credendand | believe
we must adpllex vivendi Without faith and our relationship with God, lifeakes no sense; everything seems to end
with death, thus making life a frightening and Hepe experience. Faith tells us that life makethalsense in the
world. It prepares us for a fulness we could otliez never even imagine. We know this throughugeSod’s
Incarnate Word, and through Sacred Scripture, Sodpired word. As we journey from life to Lifegwean envision a
Life we look forward to with joyful anticipationdm its very source - GOD!

Human beings are unique individuals; they are blk&y their Creatawith certain inalienable rightand entrusted
with gifts that go beyond the mere natural. Theesoatural gifts of faith, hope and charity, grants by God, when
accepted as the basis for life, can change tha tftgical’ consequences expected by the ‘wisehisf world’. Studies
are helpful; we must never discard the positivesitiilities they might and often do offer us. Lstnever downplay the
giftedness of those whom God has endowed withtmtbat help human beings understand themselves bet
psychologically, socially, spiritually, and so fort Nevertheless, we must never forget that Gaohately is the source
and goal of all life, and thus has the central @iacall we are and do. God makes Himself knowaunlives. When
we listen to His voice and accept His call to whatesocation He indicates for us, often what we treight obvious
is not so obvious, and the inevitable can changaimstant. The ‘inevitable’, the ‘majority rujehe ‘if-it-feels-good-
do-it’ are attitudes of a society whose values pariaciples often are in contrast with the commomsgeof the faithful,
the sense of those who ‘take God at His Word'. €kaluck, majority rule, complacency, and otheray seem to
make life seem easier to live. Ultimately it bexes disappointing. Greater gifts are achieved wireaccept the
challenges to change. They urge us to move forwélda faith that strengthens us to confront thallenges, and to
prosper, triumph, and grow in spintjsdom and grace before God and human beings

Each one of us is the effect of a total surrendiéwo individuals, who were in turn the living sigi the same
surrender of those before them and so on dowrirntbeof time back to our Creator. The human fansilgssentially the
place where this surrender is blessed by God andétv life (or lives) that come about are sign&ofl's continued
providence and love for creation. The naturalifiama the nucleus of society, and ‘spiritual faied’ who express and
profess a common source and goal share in impatasnthey call people to deeper faith values thahgthen the
members of the human family. The spiritual wellfgeor not of every person can be traced back noonésther family,
than any other circumstance; the spiritual welhlgeaf our Prayer Groups can be traced back tortitg in prayer and
fidelity to all we accept to be as spiritual chédrof Padre Pio. External factors can influencatiyebut the inner



balance and serenity stem from a faith that isstratted by example and teaching, or acquired bgegra

Just as the family is the ‘domestic church’, ouayer Groups are small ecclesial communities withengreater
Catholic Family. The family is the first place amnkfe learns the basics of living in a world oflie¢ and doubt, success
and failure, peace and war, love and hate, entsmséand lethargy, knowledge and ignorance, lifededth, God and
man. Except for the last two, ‘God and mamhatandhowwe choose depends on the values and principldsase
and see lived. There is an infinite distance betwthe Creator and the creature yet, through faihare reminded of
the intimate relationship between both in Jesus. [fibarnate God gives life meaning. Every chakkemgkes life
worth living and striving to live more fully. Tbugh the family a generation is prepared to takelace in God’s
creation as thetewards of creatioand God’s many gifts. When the family suffergisty suffers. When the family
suffers, the Church suffers. When the family ssffgrowth is slow and often hindered, sometimes halt in some
lives. Spiritual Children of Padre Pio make a d#éfece when they recognize the mission their ‘Milaif Prayer’ is
called to accomplish through their openness todwels of the Body of Christ through the empoweeixgerience of a
Eucharistic and Marian life, faithful to the Magisum and open to be servants in whatever way Iplesfir those in
need.

Self-centeredness, culture of license, unrestrgiheaksure, among a few reasons, cloud the beauaiyyofamily
founded on love, fidelity, and an awareness angeetsfor one another. God calls each one of gsltaborate in the
work of creation. The Padre Pio Prayer Groupshate ‘private’ matter; they are an ecclesial difie spirit of Padre
Pio has attracted us to live the Gospel valueBeénatorld and help society to make things work ffier good of all as
they seek to transform this world into what it veasated to be - a place where all people ‘walk @td’ in peace and
love. Utopia! But a truth nonetheless. The clmarg Padre Pio is a gift from God; it is a gift tHely Spirit
strengthens and encourages calling those who rdsgftirmatively to build up the kingdom of God.

Give thanks without ever growing weary for the ldity of such a good Father and ask Him to incre&®ly charity
more and more in your heart ... All of us are nalted by God to save souls and propagate His gbhyryhe noble
apostolate of preaching ... One can promote Gotbsygand work for the salvation of souls by meaha truly
Christian life, by praying without ceasing that $4&kingdom come’, that His name ‘be hallowed’, tha may not be
led into temptation’ and that ‘He deliver us frowile This is what you ought to do, offering yoelfscontinually to
the Lord for this purpose. Pray for the wickede.thkewarm...even for fervent souls...especiallyife supreme
Pontiff, for all the spiritual and temporal needistmly Church, our most tender mother...for all ware working for
the salvation of souls and for God’s glory... | e’ttyou once more to devote yourself entirely arice others as
you can to devote themselves to the ends | hagadlrexplained to yoflLetter to Raffaelina Cerase, 11 April 1914).

We are a family made up of very unique individualo have formed a relationship through our comnawe for

Padre Pio and therefore are a ‘spiritual familjlethto ‘make a difference’. As we encounter onethar, we
recognize the same desires and hopes that britagether. We form a family founded on love, respact all the
other qualities that enhance any group who exisdisaats in the name of God and His holy peoplaré®Rio, in his
letter to Raffaelina Cerase, reminds us to be ameckabout others. Through our example, as Spil@hadren of St.
Pio of Pietrelcina, founder and father of a greatify of pray-ers, may we attract and encouragerstto take up the
challenge to ‘Live Jesus’ more deeply in their divand helgchange the face of the eartPadre Pio calls his children
to unity, faithfulness to God and one another,rfeds of life, fruitfulness. Our biological originse many and diverse,
but our love for Padre Pio makes us truly ‘PadsHramily’, who can help society regain its basitues. Unity of
direction and purpose to be better Catholics; ardghation to fulfill our commitment as the ‘Milgtiof Prayer’ called
to ‘conquer’he who is in the worldaithfulness to our covenant with God through tap; a firm purpose to live up to
the basic standards Padre Pio asked of his ‘Saiif@hildren’; following the Gospel and the Magisten of the Church
as our guidelines, ... all contribute to a fruitfess that is shown in lives fulfilled, renderingsk who live them serene
and peaceful, even in the midst of the difficultddife.

May God bless you; my Our Lady guide, guard, aradgut you; and may Padre Pio look upon each ogewgfhis
Spiritual Children, with loving care.

Peace and Blessings
Fr. Francis A. Sariego, O.F.M. Cap.
National Coordinator



